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#uasror valvin . Prices recent sound off on the radio

from ﬂéw York brings & letter from iX. sobert uarle of

ﬂaerg.'Lansaa, with reminiscences o the building of the

sreenbrier xailway in 1899. =e was & foreman wlth the de¢ Vs

. Strang vompesny the rirst contractor who arrived in oeptember,
189Y9; pitched their camp of Tine army Tentis salvaged from the
recent Spenish ame "icen wer, end began operations & mile
below Harlinton at the Kee Place on otill nouse Run (now
otillwell), running into & lot of rettle snakes and copper-

heads the first day in the jJungles.

{here vas a tine outfit of big Missouri mules and drsft

porses 10 operate the plows and scrapers. this being before

the deye of csteam shov:zls, end the crew wae Meinlv gslored

men  recruited for the duration of the job in worth verdlina

eénd virginis, who were held in & sort 9T henevolent subjection

until such time &r it plesned the nenagement to let them

getile with the quartermester énd return wh
S P 4

eénce they cane.
incidentally, the bosse
~ S8eée snd many of
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older i@hgﬁiﬁgﬁmg_héreﬁﬁOﬂia who worked on the building of

the railroad.
The editors brother, who was et thet time woriing on

the paper, is & witneee 1o the sneke killing referred to
by ir. marle, &nd dissected out one of the nhig ones tor his
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¢HE RAILROAD IN POCAHONTAS CcOUNTY

in December, 1890, Golonel John Te ticGraw of Grafton

je & visit to this county and purchased the farm knowi A8
7Ia¥11ns sottom for & town site. This purchase of the town site
was the first intimation that the county people had of &
proposed reilray development. ihe plan was that the Camden
System of railrosds was t0 be extended up the Williams xiver,
across the &ivide at the head of btony Creek, and to Marlintdn.
It wes & pert of the plan that the Chesapeake and Ohio
reilroed would build an extension from the Hot Springs to
Marlinton snd connect with the Camden Xoad at that place.

vhe town of Marlinton was laid off in town 1lots in
1661, end widely esdvertised &s & place where a town could be
built. the building of a reilroad was regarded as a certesinty.
Yhe Pocehontes Development Company was chartered and took &

deed for 640 scres on which the town wes to be built

They put valuable improvments @on it. An offer of $5000 to

be epplied on 8 new court house wae mede. if the people of

ihe county would chenge the county seat from Huntersvills to
Hariinton. The election held i

In the fall of 1891 pave the
gountly seat to Mar ‘
’ arlinton, which at that Bime hud a populati
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mntion was called 1o the natursl &rF

K t
sbrier River, so he had 8 survey made from ROnGeNEL
Marlinton at a cost of $10,000. and it was o1 this location
thet the railroad Was afterwaerds built.

1he Greenbrier Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio

=eilway was begun in 18y9. It is & branch of the main line at

Whitcomb, ureenbrier vounty, and extehds northwerd across this

county into Pocshontas county, following the Greenbrier Kiver

+o its northern termination at VWinterburn Stetion(Lfhornwood

2. 0. ) At Durbin it connects with the Western Maryland Hailvay.
It was completed to Marlinton in 1900. "he arrival of the

firet trein to that place in that séme year Wes made & public
ceremony. Some thousands gathered here and barherued beef end
hed & celebration. That night when they returned to Honcevert,
they told that when the train got to HMarlinton that the great
erowd gethered sround the locomotive and thatrthe engbdneer
requested them to giverhim room to turn around they cleard

. F f. " » T in’ 0o
£ 8pace O gOme AacCres. thig of course was onlv & localized
¥ 8
gnecdote.

ihe track was completed to Cass in 1901. to Durbin

in 1902, mnd to Winterburn in 1906. ‘the SonBla o ok
s £ is

rafilrosd marko "2 A
kod © new ern in the prosperity of Poos) '
. » Ya canontas
_’. t-. 1 3 13 . - ¥
@aunsg, nd hng continued to Yo me 27 t)
. : the most vyalusdb
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) t ves
coneruction of the branch 22“53’% ige"ggéiaggérgggon of
leted in June, 1906. The dgch in Pocshontas county was in

e over the Lreenbrier Bra Pocahontas county, %. Va.
D lage of this brench in roc 5
..Jxaﬂ:el?xj;e?gﬁ&s miles, with 12.73 miles of sidings

In 1905 from a report by the Secretary of State

on the assessed veluation of railroad property in liest virginia
the ureenbrier Brahch >f the C. 8md O. Railroad in Pocahontas
county was given as follows: Pocahontas county- 62.95 miles
main line at a velue of £3,630. per mile, making a total value
of main line of $228,508.50. Length of siding-- 9.37 miles

et a velue of $1,650. per mile. rotal of sidings $15,460.50.
Trotal velue of tools and machinery,#440.00

velue of buildings and real estste »4,620.00

telegraph “ine-- b4 miles at a total value of $2,240.00

urand total of all taxable Property--4320,514.00



1n five years, 1900 to 1900, Poenhonitas vounty chenged
| £ the feWw countied

+he preatest railrond milege in

; in the ctate Wi thout &
ng one ° .

oed to the county haviig

state. the county began 1o jevelHp at oice.

i £ “hich was
1910 Pocahontés had sn increase in population O 72p whi

£ the railroad. wyrber towns

rrom 1900 to

Margely iue to the construction O

sprang up a1l e£1long the route &nd boorming days for the county

began. ldarlinton chenged from & tovm of 171 people to one with

1,045 by 1910 and to 1,117 in 1920. the sreenbrier Lennery of the

York was built at uarlinton in 1901,

Union isnming vompany of Ulew
end employed eround 150 men. the focahontes rannery at rrank

wes built soon after the completion of the railroad to thet plece.
yhe farmers now hsd & way to get their cet*le, sheep, poultry

eni other ferm products to market without driviug the overlend

t3 enother state. it was no longer necessary to g0 1O Iiillboro

and other railroasd ccnters out of the county and heul in goods
by wegon trein., Since there were rour passenger traius per dey
up &nd down the grecnbrier Hiver much of the travel to sand from

Earlinton the couuty seat and other points on tie reilroed veas

" hH v is) " 3 ~
by train until the coming or the automobile &nd zood roads made

more conv cav
it more convionient to travel by sutomohile.

flt 1'.‘3 : hor y
the present there is the one passangeryup from
soncevert 1 e Tore . )
i tre Zorenogn and bhack dovn in the P BRI
| rEe o0l ST &1 . . )
Beg o gheolbne ongine instecd of steam. ihe Frai
. @ Ireight goes up

oue S8 Bnd buck Aovn tie neunt

he etatione BNA PoRtarfices
NS4 LLE0 are

ap follows:
““érim rou'-}-‘”-t"l; oL Urn p

.';:T"]'L"-‘-:l w8 m s -
the Tiret =top s ' miles rom nonceechert,
n‘ﬁr""-u

T 41,9 miles '
Sseberte-.... ‘rom Nongevert




83.5

20.9

-—= 50.9 miles 2rom

"

n

n
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n

Vinterburn(Thornwood £. 0.) 103.7 miles from noncevert

Other post offices in the comwnty but sjturted on stsr or

rurel free delivery routes are:

Boyer, surr,

ureen baik, Hillsboro,
Linwood, Lobelie,
Onoto, Slaty rork,

Woodrow,

fdray,
Jacox,

lisce,

Spice,

srost,
Hunter-sville,
1ill Point,

innehehe Springs,



vhrpter Beectlion =€

railroads

ern laryland ngilroad--Spruce branch

wea Dullt by the Greenhirier,

wes't

this branch of the ~gilroad

ilroad uompany in 1911. their vertificate of

vhest and 5Elk =&

Incorporation &s found in vesd BOOk 46 page 288 1g &S follows.

" September 27, 1910. the reilroed which this corporation

proposes 19 build will commence at Or near semis in nandolph =

vomnty on the Shavers Xorx of Cheet xiver t ence by the most
precticable route b: way of the velley o7 shavers rork of Cheat
ajver int>y fo.ehoutas vounty to the woters of big sSpring brench
of slk Ziver and by way of the valley of &1k to some point neer
Webster Springs in Webster vounty; with a branch up the 0la field
rork of mlk niver to some point on the larlinton and vemden
2ajlrond in Foczhontas; with & tLranch line fr-m that point at

or near the mouth of dlety rork end up dSlaty tork vreek to &
point on the v &nd U Railrosd at Vlover Lick; and with & brench
1ine from some point at or near the mouth of ¥allev rork of

=1z siver in nandolph county. the principsl business of+ice to

be a1t Lees.

$he cepital stock was v50,000 divided into shares of 100
hd s -~ S .

ench, “he ghareholders were:

S.%. Slaymoker -----..

WOW 1O0YK Uityessccac-- 10 sheres
genry L. Conf{teeuar. "
_________ 10 sheres
John w. 1 -~ ; .
“duke TE=s osdow York Uity 10
Vemnacannaa gsharas
Wa ot
voOrge 2. Joriins--~ fow Tork i
k Y=em=emee. =10 ghares
e orge =, | i
FE® S5, RolsON-wa.ygw 1 IR
L Vityeecanae ~=-==10 ghares




WS 1SN JARYLAND RATIROAD in POCAHONITAS

Durbin pranch

western Maryland Kegilway

» " yhe Durbin sranch of the

U and there
extends from g1kins in xendolph County, to Durbin

conmects with the shecapeake and Ohio

According to d W. Broome, tiuperintendenz, this branch veas
¢ .

completed by the Gosl and Iron Railway Gompany on August 5 (0
1903, snd was purchesed by the present owners on November 1,

'
1905. In Pocehontas County there are 17.62 miles of main track

with 2.01 miles of sidings.”

opruce Branch

- " During 1928 the Western laryland mailway sompany

purchesed that portion or the ureenbrier, theat and £1k

zgilroad beginrning st Cheast Junction in Rendolph vounty, end
extending south along chavers rork to Spruce, where it turns
weet, croesing through the mounrain* passes betwe-1n the heed-
v&étere or Yygart, Cheat and =lk rnivers, and then dovn bBig Spring
fork of =1k river to thetyillage of Slaty rfork. From this

‘. 7 "
point it extende northwestward down main =lk =xiver, andr -

pegces into Aandolph vounty at the mouth of vouglas rork.
ibie reilrond ie entirely of standarg giuge, the principal
function of which in previous years was & log oarrier for
the Weet Virginia 2ulp and raper vompany. ‘ ;

1his railrosd will
provide s gensral freight nnd paBnenger service 1 hi
) Boy ce 11 this

gerritory, which also includoe extonptye al 2

B Con epoaits of

4. Fof 41 ?.'ohtllﬂl'. !

eEELe #outhern fondolph ang northwestern Pocnhontase
vounties.” gro®==%. ¥a. vweolopgicn)

utl:-\'ﬁ:_—_. .“nul P.I"*. ce-1929

MEMEN NPT many At RPhe wan

Rgjlroad-treenbrier Division




surbin, oy auch

;; the voel snd iron nailroad reached what is now
hen

| -t L of n
jughin and the uvhesapesake snd Ohio what 1¢ now Durdbin,

gys through what is cal
fous to lay steel through

led the N&rrOWS

abyve vurhin. Both rosde were &IX

F 1 -3 9 4 ¥ o
put the v. #nd O ruched & crew in 5ne seturday night

:'5 B Ef‘.p. V.

p " . R M [ . P 1(3. ‘r},he]l GTElljh r -

s ODctober 1902. Sundey S8W intense activities #al g

. i 1 of t teel
cene & fist cer losded with ries stooi &t the eund of the sieedl.

that is vhere the switch 1s lreated going into the Pocahontas

Tenning Vompuny siding at rrank, £0 the ¢ and 0 got ahead of

the Gosl snd lron. They later extended their line to Winterburn.
Soth. corpenies had been anxious to build into this sertion
80 &8s to open up the vast timber sections.

the Durtin branch of the VWestern Meryland Xxailroad of
17.62 miles extending from Yurtin to the divide into nandolph
County extended through one of the richest timber sections of
the county. lumber Companies came into this section as sowm &s

the reliroad wes completed sni the lunmbe

r twns of wildell,

i W o ] it PRl * M ch Ep ]
vertrude, Jsy. Brsucher, liedeline, VUlive and Hurner spreng up

The lénd rose in value

eomething like 35,000,000 Z0or the timber

slone., &nd now that the *

in =BBL Lhe timbe: hse hean cut it is heli ot ame
1T 18 held 8t some-

thing 1ike v5.( iz
shing 14 ¥o.00 sn tere f£or Ernzing. the Yoal and lron vhat
: on’ Ph&
. . - . .
B Yiginn »? wenlth 1l pronapacity thu t nme )
- , mae once conjurad. But
now the luent hee naen i k ;

MpP . 4 . 1 .
’ te timber and the region
30" 1'."3-".‘ J‘.ﬂrh kil "1 14 Bl nnk \ . 4
Nty zhe,) " 1000T Beven poet offic
2 ke - A Ccas
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ohurchea war

. : a5 irae discontinue
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7 C TAS CO.
ieouumﬂ‘l AND INDUSTRY SAMUEL G sNITH HILISBORO.I’.VA.POLAHOH AS
focehontas County hee several chain and company ghores, Une
0C

y at Cags,have & large general store

€gt Virginia Pulp And Paper Compal

jle at Durbin and Bartow

tha.t wae established about 1900, Durbin Mercant

~ Supply at Bartow all company stores.At Marlinton you find an A.& P store

and one owned by C.J Casdorf of Ronceverte who has a chain of stores bes-

ides %¢ one in larlinton they have on€ at Hillsboro competing with home ow-

ned stores ownéd by R.D Moore€ proprietor of Hillsboro Cut Price Store,form-

erly owned by M.L Isbell.And snother general store owneéd by W.T Walker,the-

se stores all handle countyy produce,that represents the suiplus of what the

|

1

farmerg procduce in Pocahontas County.

g ¥illsboro has OEE.-EBEEI operated by R.W Rogers which has a spl-

endid trade as many motoriste prefer a small town to the larger one on acc-

gunt of noise€,J.W Siple and W.C lcClune operated hotels in Hillsboro until
.._”—-——"'"ﬂ-\_h

P s few years ack when 8iples vas deéstroyed by fire and MeClunes closed due

$o edvenced ege and eickness in the family

3 At Darbin 4 » ,
: in you find Hotel vilmoth,at L’arlin'bon)Hotel Narlin, Sewel

MBI Sl iy
- T ——
nome Hotel, Grin e >

»Grimes Hotel that was formerly known as Sﬁger

statons Hotel,Clarks

sotel. Focslontas County hag o
‘8 many tourist homes at Hilleboro you find one op-

fyat €d Py Ere.M.T Peg rd, At u 3
H1llpoint Qliffuide Touriste,at the Wallacés and

pperst ed By Oora 01

-
>
- 4
-

4 '-h!‘lll.{(g ™y
M we Ind two one by Mre.Jack Richardson




g pocshontes CO.

mor€ throughout the county

In the €arly days

and many
+he summérm onths.

re ariven to market many

and all stock w¢
dated the +rave€ling public and on€ of the€

sat€d by M rs. 5.J RexTod€,
- the traveling trade during

jad the hors€ drawn vehicles,
that had larg€ h ouse€s gccommo
places worothy of o tice was at thE fa

of m any peopl€ and their h ors€s and was known

¥illpoint, wh O took car€
yEr b ¥ the treveling public. This was

bh€ hom€ of lov €Hoepitality and pra
“ac?f”é'%“"ﬁ'i"ffsboro, T.F Smith had a

. the days of theé 1i Very stabl€ &l

rout€e from HillsD : iarlint =
out€ I rom H 11lsboTo %o S__f_e'bEr'_b At Marlinton was a 1livery _s‘bablf with

= saddli__l}_g_lfs_.fs..anﬂ..bugg:y—-Mrsfs which were hired out for trips all over the

county the first was operatedd by thn Inglishm an by the name of Wilson his St

: eble man was Tom Courtn€y , and from inform ation available he was followe€d Dby

Anthony Xincaid about I900 his driveérs weére his sons Jack and R€X follow
£ L wing

| 4ncaid, cem€ the Yarlinton Feed end Livery Co. In which were the followi
J owing meén

t b - = -
r ;’i LA FLIS Dt ATX 0 li:a.r ln On.

1
2 . S Szith Sr run a livery stable i '
until the days of the automobile which was

sbout I9I10. Thé late
John D Gay and Walteér lann opeérated a feed st
= stor€e and liv-

¢ry barn for/a time. #dgf N ot long af
ng alte the automobile was intriuced in the

t

county the livery stable zlong with t
5 With the horses prass€d out of
= the€ picture ,the
- 3

ha' bl(n tll ! =
] D
meanse s) £ 18 o] a 4 ]J(}u ¥ ars 4

‘win ¢ pop ! \ ) o . L L

N

rm home of the late Jos€ph Smith

{
!




West virginia Pulp and Faper vompany

Lumber hailroad——i?ocahontas County

o noertain portions of what was formerly the ureenbrier,
vheat and 51K 4pilroad was not jneluded in the Western Marylend
purchese end are yow operated by the west Virginia Pulp end
fapmrummpang.tﬂﬁﬁ includes & branch from S1aty rork extending
around the eastern side of uauley liountain and entering
=endolph vounty near the northern prong of Big xun, and enother
brench from obpruce southeastward &cross Back asllegheney
sountain, through & mountain pess 3,940 feet above sea level,
jovn Lestherberk xun, 1o V&SS vhere it connects with the
Chesspeske and Ohio Railwey. According to Cherles W. Luke,
uenager of the uompan poerations at vass, the branch extending
from 2lety rork to xendolph vounty on weuley Mountain will
be teken up after the timber has been removed Iroﬁ thet earec,
but the brench comnecting the Chesapeske and Chio &t vass

with the we BTy 5
e western karyland at Spruce will in the future be

operested by th v
P y the Lumber Lompany as a private railroad.”
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